

During the workshops on superstitions and myths we asked the participants some questions  and here we present what we found out about each other and ourselves as well.
1) Are people superstitious in your country?
For all: Yes
Is it bad or good?
For all: Rather bad
2) What are the most popular superstitions in your country ?
Estonia: If a black cat crosses the road it brings bad luck, Friday 13th brings bad luck, if you break a mirror it brings also bad luck
Turkey: passing under the ladder – bad luck, knocking on the wood – it protects you from bad luck, black cat is a sign of bad luck, walking under the ladder – bad luck, dropping food is a sign of a hungry guest coming
Poland: knocking on the wood – it protects from bad luck, black cat – bad luck, break a mirror – bad luck, walking under the ladder – bad luck, Friday 13th – bad luck, 
3) What brings good luck and what brings bad luck?
Estonia: when you are leaving you shouldn’t come back, salt on the floor and black cat – bad luck, four leaves clover, broken glass/mirror, lady bird – good luck, if your ears are burning it means that somebody gossip about you, if you see a falling star, then you can wish something, if you step out of your bed with the left foot – bad luck
Turkey: bad luck – black cat, broken glass/ mirror, the clover with four leaves – good luck, 7 elephants to bring good luck, entering somewhere on the left foot brings bad luck, stork
Poland: black cat, clover with four leaves, a little elephant, red pants for exam – good luck, when you’re leaving you shouldn’t come back, a chimney – good luck, stork, broken mirror, greeting in the door brings bad luck
4) Are there any ways to undo?
For all: spit on shoulder
Estonia: wait, because tomorrow will be better, you have to spit 3 times over left shoulder, 
Turkey: heat an element (metal) and put into the cold water it blows and undo the curse, wearing the turkish eye, knocking on the wood, pray
Poland: when you come back you have to sit for 10 seconds, if you see black cat you should go across the street, knocking on the wood 
5) Are there any superstitions connected with the wedding ceremonies, or other ceremonies?
Estonia: Man can’t see wife before wedding, if a young wife throw behind the bunch of flowers and who catches it will be get married soon, man gets a piece of wood and he had to crack it with an axe by one hit, if not – bad luck for marriage, stealing the wife – buying out the wife
Turkey: The bride and the groom shouldn’t see each other before the wedding, if single ladies write her names under the bride’s shoes and if they are cleaned till the end of the wedding it means they are going to get married sooner, for making bride more polite to her husband, mother of the groom gives her honey to eat
Poland: Kissing bread/salt, 2 glasses: 1 with vodka, 1 with water – who drink vodka gonna dominate, blow candles on cake, if the young lady is going to be marry soon she must have got something what is new, old, borrowed, husband shouldn’t see his wife before the wedding, after 12 o’clock the wife takes of the vale
6) Are there any myths, stereotypes about the neighbouring nations people in your country believe in? 
Estonia: Russian are noisy and drink a lot of vodka, People from Finland drink a lot of alcohol, people from Latvia – 6 toes
Turkey: Russian people are cold and it is difficult to communication, German people are sometimes rude, Turkish people like Arabian Countries because they’re Muslim too, The Greek imitate traditions 
Poland: Germans have big stomach, because they drink too much beer and they’re ugly, Italian people are good lovers, Russian drink too much
7) Are there any myths, stereotypes about your nation that other nations believe true? 
Estonia: Estonians are believed to be hard working, very calm, serious and unemotional, some people believe Estonians people are lazy, other people think that everybody speaks Russian language, 
Turkey: Turkish people are hospitably, they believe we’re wild
Poland: Drink a lot of alcohol, polish waitress are very lazy, many polish people work abroad, Polish women are beautiful, golden hands, German people think we steal, we’re hardworking

8) Are there any myths about for example people with red hair?
Estonia: people with red hair are aggressive, blonde women – stupid and naive
Turkey: People with blue eyes and fair hair are thought to be cold
Poland: People with red hair – aggressive and impolite, blonde women – stupid and naive
Here are some of the most common superstitions.
If you light a cigarette with a candle, a sailor will die at the sea.
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13th and Friday, it is a bad day, something wrong always happens.
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Stepping out of the bed with your left leg first means that your whole day is ruined.

You should get out of the bed from the right side.

If a black cat crosses your path

 it means bad luck for you.
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Breaking a mirror means

bad luck and unhappiness. 
If you see a shooting star

 make a wish and it comes true.
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Walking under a
 ladder brings bad 
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luck.
Throwing coins to the fountain

brings luck or you can make a wish.
Kissing the good luck charm

 increases its power.
[image: image8.jpg]




Let’s compare the caricatures from each country. Aren’t they very similar?
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Mariusz Pudzianowski

 a Polish strongman 

Boguslaw Linda
Polish actor
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Doda
Polish singer

Tarkan 
Turkish singer
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Tanel Padar Estonian singer
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Cem Yilmaz
Turkish Comedian
Vika
Estonian actress
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Tayyip Erdogan

Turkish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk 

Polish Prime Minister

Andrus Ansip

Estonian Prime Minister

-The bad thing is that I already see a snowshowel in my dreams.
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-Good thing is that it's not a grass mower any more.
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Chasing the Polish economy
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Look if someone wants to know about the agents or cleaning up the snow, ask from the member of the ultimate truth, the mayor is dealing with unemployment, global warming and other universal problems.
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-Your husband is so suntunned, why are you so pale?

- Because I live in his shadow.

Cow 1: I’m hungry !

Cow 2 : C'mon u r a really healthy cow , 
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get up and find some bush to eat !
A:The politicians are getting younger and younger
B: Well yes, those sandbox games are not suitable for old men anyway
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Oh , from now on nobody can sit after me on this seat
Secularism is in danger, I am going to rescue it.
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